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XI. PartofaLetterfromMrJVxcrrhltjy F.R.S. 
to Martin Folkes, Efq*^ Pref. R. S. concerning 
the Light caufed by Quicklilver Jhaken in 
a Glafs Tube^ proceeding from Eledricity. 

Hague^ 4 Feb. 1 745, K S. 
J^eadFeh. ^S-'^ /[ ^* ^' Allantand conX\n\x^s here very 
'745' • j[VX fi^cc^fsfully his Experiments upon 
Eleftricity, and is at all times pleafed to communi- 
cate them, in order to excite others as much as he 
can to purfue the fame Inquiries : He has been 
pleafed to impower me to give you an Account of 
fuch as he thought might be moft likely to give you 
Pleafure, and at the fame tune defires your Accept- 
ance of his beft Refpcfts. 

Mr. l\J//amand mcloCcd fome Mercury in a Tube 
clofe-ftopp'd 5 and, when he afterwards rubb'd this 
Tube, it gave a great deal more Light than when the 
fame had no Mercurv in ir. 

When this Tube has been rubb'd, after raiitn?- 
fucceflively its Extremities, that the Mercury might 
flow from one End to the other, one fees a Light 
fcrpenting all along the Tube 5 that is to fay, the 
Mercury, as it runs along, is all luminous. 

Mr. /' Alhrmand then made the Mercury run in 
the fame manner alon2; the Tube without rubbin^^ it, 
and it ftill gave feme Light, but much lefs than be- 
fore. This laft Experiment perfuaded him, that the 
Fridion of the Mercury againft the Glafs might 
clcdrify that Glafs, in the like manner as the rub- 
bing of the Hand. And he has been confirmed in 

the 



[ 59 ] 

the fame Notion by another Expci-uiicnt : lie 
brought ibmc Down near to the Tube, and then 
made the Mercury run from one End to the oihcr; 
and the Down was attrafted, as the Mercury in its 
Motion paflcd by it, 

Thcfe Experiments he has repeated, and varied 
fcvcral Ways; and they have led him to conclude, 
that the Thofpborus of the Barometer, known this 
great while, is not fo properly a Thofphorus^ as the 
Etfed of the Mercury cledrifying the Tube of the 
Barometer. 

Mr. I' /lHaniand has put Mercury into cxhaufled 
Tubes, and, when thcfe are rubb'd, they give much 
more Light than before; there then come out from 
them on all Sides Rays of very lively Light. 1 have 
aUb (ccw at Leydeih J-^t Mr. Mufchenbroeclis the Me- 
chanift's, ■:i\\ cxhauftcd Globe of Giafs, which, when 
rubbed with the Hand, fcenVd all fill'd v/ith a very 
bri<;ht Fire. 

Several Perfons have obfcrved, that when they 
had been cledritied, their Pulfcs beat a little fafter 
than before, I have even myfelf felt, after having 
been eleftrified a pretty while together, a Senfation 
all over my Body : But within thefe few Weeks, 
fome Perfons have felt very fnarp Pains upon their 
being electrified. 

There is an Experiment that Mr. tAllamand has 
tried I he eleftrify'd a tin Tube, by means of a glafs 
Globe 5 he then took in his left Hand a Glafs full of 
Water, in which v^as dipped the End of a Wire 5 the 
ether End of this Wire touched the cledrified tin Tube : 
He then touched, with a Finger of his right Hand, the 
eleclrified Tube, and drev^ a Spark from it, when at the 
fame Inftant he felt a mod violent Shock all over his 
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Body. The Pain has not been always equally fiiarp, bat 
he lays, that the firft time he loft the Ufc of his Breath 
for fomc Moments ; and he then felt fo intenfe a Pain 
all along his right Arm, that he at firft apprehended 
ill Confcquences from it j tho' it foon after went 
off without Inconvenience. 

It is to be remarked, that in this Experhiicnt he 
flood ftmply upon the Floor, and not upon the Cakes 
of Refin* It does not fucceed with all Glafies> and 
tho' he has tried fevera!^ he has had perfeft Succefs 
with none but thole of Bohemia. He has tried 
Englif^ Glafles without any EflPed. That Glafs with 
which it beft fucceedcd was a Beer Glafs. 

Mr. Miifchenbroeck the Profeflbr has repeated his 
Experiment, holding in his Hand a hollow Bowl 
exceeding thin, full of Water $ and he fays he expe- 
rienced a moft terrible Pain. He fays, the Glafs 
muft not be at all wet on the Outfide. 



XIL A Letter from Mr. John Hill, Apothe- 
cary^ to the Prefident, concerning the 
Ma?mer of the Seeding of Mofles ; and in 
f articular of the H y p num terreftre, 
trichoides, luteovirenus, vulgare, majus, 
capitulis eredis. Raii SynopC Ed. ]• 
pag. 84. 

SIR, 

j^tf^4rFeb. 13. 1745-6.^ I -'HE many late Difcoveries of 
.,ith Alterations. J^ ^^^ 5^^ ^^ ^^ Vegetables (for. 

merjy fuppofcd to produce none) have opened a 

Way 



